
            

 

                  

                   

 

                 

                 

                 

                

               

     

                  

               

               

                 

                

                  

                

              

           

               

              

                 

             

              

Panel 1: Contextual Truths: Historical Context of Slavery and Abolitionist Movements in 

Vermont 

Not all of the history of slavery and abolition that has been taught in Vermont is accurate. Some 

is merely folklore or fiction that has been passed down for so long that it is often mistaken for 

truth. 

July 2, 1777. Ratified on July 2nd, 1777, Vermont’s first constitution was also the first in the 

nation to abolish slavery. This constitution stated that no man over age 21 or woman over age 

18 could be forced to serve against their will as a “servant, slave, or apprentice,” whether they 

were “born in this country, or brought from over sea.” Unfortunately, it did not say anything 

about children. This omission meant that children as young as eight were kept as unpaid 

“servants” in many Vermont households. 

Many slave owners in Vermont were also unwilling to free their own slaves, and the law was not 

always enforced. Even when slaves were freed, they were still subject to laws that restricted 

free Black people’s ability to find work, own property, or even reside in the state. 

1791. When Vermont became part of the United States in 1791, it was subject to the Fugitive 

Slave Clause of the Constitution of the United States that required fugitive slaves to be returned 

to their owners, even if they escaped to a state with laws against slavery. Later, the state was 

subject to the Fugitive Slave Acts of 1793 and 1850, allowing slave owners to recover fugitive 

slaves who fled to Vermont. While many white Vermonters believed slavery was morally wrong, 

the majority did not consider former slaves to be their equals. 

The Saint Albans Museum has made a renewed commitment to preserving and reflecting on all 

perspectives of our regional history. In this exhibit, Untold Stories, Unheard Voices, we highlight 

some of St. Albans’ key figures who are seldom given the recognition they deserve for their role 

in shaping Northwestern Vermont. As a cultural heritage institution, we recognize the troubling 

practice of systemic exclusion and discrimination throughout the history of the museum field. It 



               

             

                

             

    

            

               

               

              

                

                   

                 

              

            

               

   

               

                   

              

             

                 

                

          

              

              

     

is our intent to actively confront this within our own walls through ongoing pursuits of 

self-reflection and discovery, and by expanding the existing scope of popularly recorded history. 

While Untold Stories focuses on Black history, other efforts are also underway at SAM to better 

represent Indigenous peoples, women, and the LGBTQ+ community of Franklin County as part 

of this ongoing initiative. 

Panel 2: “Here I settled down in peaceful sunshine of anticipated delight.” 

Jeffrey Brace (1742-1827). Kidnapped from West Africa as a teenager, forced to fight in the 

Seven Years’ War, and enlisted in the American Revolutionary War, all while being sold from 

owner to owner before earning his freedom and settling in the St. Albans region. 

Jeffrey Brace, born in West Africa in 1742 as Boyrereau Brinch, was kidnapped by English slave 

traders in 1758 and taken to Barbados where he was sold. He fought in the Seven Years’ War as 

an “enslaved sailor,” after which he was taken to Connecticut in 1761, where he was bought and 

sold by several different owners. He was eventually sold to Mary Styles in Woodbury, 

Connecticut, who educated him. During the American Revolution, Brace enlisted in the 

Revolutionary Army hoping to gain his freedom. After serving in the military, he was finally 

released from slavery. 

Having earned his freedom and having heard “flattering accounts” of a new state, Brace moved 

to Vermont in 1784, where he met his wife, Susannah. This new state did not prove to be a 

welcoming new home, as they were often met with racist and unfriendly reactions from 

neighbors. Initially settling in southwestern Vermont, they moved to Poultney in 1795, where 

Brace became a farmer and raised a family. After leaving Poultney, and spending a brief time in 

Sheldon, he eventually settled on a sixty-acre farm in Georgia, VT with his son-in-law. “Here I 

settled down in peaceful sunshine of anticipated delight,” he wrote. 

In 1810, Brace, now legally blind, along with editor Benjamin Prentiss, an anti-slavery lawyer, 

and Harrey Whitney of St. Albans, published The Blind African Slave, or Memories of 

Boyrereau Brinch, Nicknamed Jeffrey Brace. 



                 

        

               

                

     

                

                 

       

                

                 

         

                  

               

                

              

        

                  

               

 

     

                

       

               

                    

Jeffrey Brace died in 1827 as a well-respected abolitionist, and it is believed that many of his 

descendants have remained in the St. Albans area. 

Leroy “Roy” Elmer Satchell (1888-1962). A man of many talents, Roy Satchell was an especially 

gifted drummer who became part of the Weed’s Imperial Orchestra in St. Albans, “one of the 

first integrated bands in America.” 

Leroy “Roy” Elmer Satchell was born in Elizabethtown, New York in 1888 to William Satchell, a 

former slave, and his wife Sophronia Davis, the daughter of William A. Davis, a Civil War veteran 

from the famous 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment. 

Satchell held many occupations throughout the years. He was a boxer, a “boot black” (a person 

that polishes shoes and booths), a chauffeur, a laborer in a machine shop, a worker at Foundry 

Repair, and “the best car washer in the city.” 

The first record of his musical talent was when he listed himself as a musician on his registration 

card for the Selective Service. In 1920, Satchell was a member of the Selected Symphony 

Orchestra, playing “drums and traps” for the St. Albans Glee Club. Satchell was also a member 

of the St. Albans Brigade Band alongside Sterling Weed and his brothers. Sometime between 

1928 and 1930, he joined Weed’s Imperial Orchestra. 

In 1930, Satchell was injured in a car accident and asked his student, Robert Williams, to fill in 

for him. After Satchell recovered, the two often shared the position of drummer in Weed’s 

orchestra. 

Panel 3: Origins, Perseverance, Bravery 

James McDurfee. There was little fanfare for the first Black child born in St. Albans, Vermont, 

and as a result, little is known… 

Many of the details of James McDurfee (sometimes spelled McDurphy)’s life have been lost to 

time. What is known is that he was born around 1804-1805, at that he is believed to be the first 



                   

              

                 

                 

               

              

                

      

                

             

                   

              

                   

      

                   

                

               

               

      

            

                 

                

          

           

                 

recorded birth of a Black child in St. Albans. His parents were said to be “escaped slaves,” but his 

father Wooster is listed in 1790 in Newbury, Vermont as a free Black man. 

McDurfee had at least 8 children, Susan, James Jr., Betsy, Hiram, Fred, Sarah, Jane, and Fred H., 

and at least one wife. There is some confusion regarding his marriage(s), as all of his children’s 

birth records name the mother as Mary, but maiden names vary between Gereau, Smith, and 

Brace. James relocated to Ferrisburgh, Vermont sometime in the 1850s. His death certificate is 

dated July 5th, 1881, and describes him as a widowed laborer who died suddenly of heart 

disease at the age of 77. 

William Augustus Davis (1828-1903). His legacy was not that of a simple Vermont barber, but of 

a veteran who served his country despite the inequity and racism he faced. 

William A. Davis was born in July 1828 in Castleton, Vermont. At the age of 36, Davis enlisted in 

the Union Army with the famous 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment during the Civil War, 

serving as a Private in Company F for just over 2 years. He was discharged on June 8th, 1865, 

after an injury left him disabled. 

By 1870, Davis lived at the back side of the Tremont Hotel in St. Albans with his wife Elizabeth 

and 6 children and worked as a barber. He served as an Underground Railroad operative and 

according to his grandson, Leroy Satchell, “often cared for fugitive slaves in his home.” He 

eventually moved to Burlington, Vermont and died of septicaemia on February 9th, 1903. He is 

buried in Lakeview Cemetery in Burlington. 

54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment. Despite being promised that they would be paid 

fairly, Black soldiers in the Union Army received just $7 a month (about $150 today), while white 

soldiers received $13 a month (about $280 today). During the fight for equal wages, the soldiers 

of the 54th went without pay for over a year. 

Following the Emancipation Proclamation, Governor John A. Andrew of Massachusetts, an 

abolitionist, set out to recruit free Black men from all over the country into the military. The 



                

                

             

                 

                

                

             

    

              

              

        

        

        

        

        

     

           

         

              

              

               

              

                

             

 

54th and 55th Regiments were born from these efforts. Gov. Andrew set out to find officers 

with similar anti-slavery views to lead the regiments, and on May 28th, 1863, the new troops 

were deployed under Captain Robert Shaw. Although they initially performed manual labor, the 

men fought against the Confederate Army for the first time on July 16th, 1863, on James Island. 

Soon afterwards, the 54th became the first Black regiment to see major combat during the war. 

Despite losing their captain and over 40% of their comrades, the regiment pushed on. The 54th 

became known for not only fighting against the Confederacy, but also against discrimination 

from the U.S. government. 

The roster for the 54th Massachusetts Regiment includes a number of St. Albans residents. 

Most of their markers can be found in Greenwood Cemetery in St. Albans, VT. 

● Charles Prince, served 1864-65. 21 years old. 

● Daniel Prince, served 1863-65. 21 years old. 

● Isaac Prince, served 1863-65. 18 years old. 

● Abel Prince, served 1863-65. 35 years old. 

● Peter Brace, years served and age unknown. 

Panel 4: Liberation to Liberia 

Lawrence Brainerd (1794-1870). An entrepreneur and politician who advocated for abolition 

and helped slaves towards freedom on the Underground Railroad. 

Lawrence Brainerd was a prominent businessman and entrepreneur in St. Albans and a Vermont 

state representative and senator. Brainerd was strongly opposed to slavery and spent much of 

his life advocating for abolition. His involvement with politics began in the 1830s when he 

served in the Vermont House of Representatives. As an anti-slavery abolitionist, he used his 

political platform to raise awareness for the issue of abolitionism. He was also one of the 

organizers of the Republican Party, which originally acted as the nation’s main anti-slavery 

organization. 



                 

               

               

             

               

       

             

              

     

            

             

                

                

                

           

             

                   

                   

                

       

               

               

                 

                 

                

                 

It is now known that Brainerd also played an integral role in the Underground Railroad by hiding 

escaped slaves on his personal properties and using his position with the local railways and 

steamships on Lake Champlain to help them travel to Canada at his own expense. One 

documented account tells of Brainerd housing and educating Jeremiah C. Boggs, an escaped 

slave from Richmond, Virginia, until Boggs was forced to flee the country after being recognized 

by a friend of his previous master. 

Brainerd’s involvement with the Underground Railroad helped a great many escaped slaves on 

their way towards freedom in Canada, while his public advocacy against slavery helped guide 

the nation towards full abolition. 

Jeremiah C. Boggs (born approximately 1810). A 30-year-old enslaved man who escaped 

slavery after already being sold 6 times and later sought freedom in Africa. 

Jeremiah C. Boggs was a 30-year-old slave who traveled to St. Albans in 1843. Having previously 

been sold 6 times and often treated very badly by his masters, he escaped from Richmond, 

Virginia and arrived in Albany, New York three weeks later. Because he had a brother in 

Montpelier, Boggs traveled through Vermont, rather than going directly to Canada. 

Once in Vermont, Boggs was welcomed by Underground Railroad agent Lawrence Brainerd, who 

gave him a job and taught him to read and write. However, Boggs would soon be forced to leave 

his new home. In the later part of 1844, he was recognized by a St. Albans resident who knew 

his former master. It is said that Boggs left Vermont with an agent from the American 

Colonization Society, headed for Liberia, West Africa. 

In a letter from Aldis Brainerd (Lawrence Brainerd’s son) to William Siebert on October 21st, 

1895 it is written: “I distinctly remember facts connected with Jeremiah C. Boggs from South 

Carolina who arrived in St. Albans in 1843 and remained in my father’s employment till the later 

part of 1844. He was a giant in strength and a most trustworthy and faithful laborer. He 

remained in St. Albans until being recognized by one of our townsmen, A.G. Tralton, who knew 

his master at the south. He grew apprehensive and when an agent from Liberia came to St. 



                   

               

          

Albans he followed him to Africa. During his stay with us he learned to read and write and after 

landing in Africa sent my father a grateful letter informing him of his safe arrival.” 

This project made possible through the City of St. Albans. 


